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Let’s Talk

COVID-19 LOCKDOWN – TURN AN ADVERSITY INTO AN ACADEMIC

OPPORTUNITY

1

The global Coronavirus pandemic continues to wreak havoc across the world. Clearly,

it isn’t showing any receding trends at least until now. As the human race is locked

inside the confines of the four walls, it is possibly a good time to look back and

introspect – not necessarily about the disease alone but about how adversity can be

turned into an academic opportunity. This is particularly true for students of higher

education as it is critically important to channelize their creative energies into

productive enterprises. While colleges and universities remain closed, online classes

seem to be the only way to continue the wheel of learning. These classes

notwithstanding, the students are left with a good deal of time to fend for themselves.

Given the scenario, many of them are looking for effective avenues to make the best use

 Students can consider topping up their learning through online courses offered by various platforms including

Coursera, Udemy and Unacademy. Not only do the students get certifications from multiple leading

universities of the world, they also end up adding to their repertoires of knowledge. However, the students

need to pick up their courses with utmost precision so that there is actual value addition. A student of mass

communication and marketing, for instance, can significantly gain by doing a course on branding strategies.

Similarly, a student of political science or international relations can be significantly benefitted by a course on

diplomacy. The list can be endless. What is important though is the value addition in the process.

 Students, who like to creatively express themselves, can think about starting a blog or a vlog or an audio blog.

In the current era of instant gratification, these platforms could constitute a great platform for students to

portray their creative prowess. In the process, the students also end up researching a lot thereby adding to their

academic acumens.

 As we all know, social media platforms are becoming increasingly popular. The digital footprints of students

largely depend on the quality of their presences on social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter and

Instagram. Students should make it a point to enhance the quality of interactions that they do on these

platforms on a daily basis. This can go a long way in improving the digital reputations of students.

It is a great time for students to build their digital portfolios and upload those on multiple online portfolio

platforms. The devised portfolios can depend on the interests of the students. Recruiters these days are

particularly careful about scanning portfolios online before zeroing in on possible candidates. 

The ‘dreaded’ dissertation paper can be handled effectively if the extra time is productively utilized by the

students in conducting the secondary research before the field research starts. A significant part of any

dissertation is online data collection and the same can be done seamlessly considering the fact that the

lockdown time continues unabated.

of this extra time. Let us thus look at some viable options that the students can make use of in their quest to make

the best use of the current turbulent time.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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6.Now that work-from-home has become the new normal, an increasing number of organizations are offering

online internships. This is the right time for students to find out relevant internship opportunities and grab

those with both their hands. Not only do internships add layers to students’ respective skill sets, they also

significantly boost the students’ curriculum vitaes.

With the disease not showing any recessionary signs, it is but normal for young students to feel restless and

depressed. Thus, it is doubly important to create adequate avenues for them to stay productively engaged.

Humanity has remained unscathed amid bigger disasters and the Covid-19 pandemic won’t be an exception either.

It is only a matter of time before we are transported to a Coronavirus-free world. Stay safe, happy and healthy!

Cheers!

Dr. Amrita Chakraborty

Editor, SLS Mirror

Assistant Professor, Media & Communication,

SLS, PDPU

*****



SLS 2020 Batch Induction



INDUCTION PROGRAMME FOR THE BATCH OF 2020

17-21 Aug. 2020: School of Liberal Studies under Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University (PDPU), organised a

virtual Induction Program for the students of Batch 2020. It was a five-day program, where students had a wide

range of sessions about the different activities and departments in SLS. The event was scheduled with the

following sessions:

17th August: The Admission Committee of SLS, PDPU inaugurated the induction programme of SLS by

welcoming the new batch of 2020. After presenting the induction schedule, the committee organized a virtual tour

of the PDPU campus. This was followed by a session by the Director General of PDPU, Prof. S. Sundar

Manoharan with the inaugural address.

18th August: The day began with a session on yoga and meditation. Prof. Nigam Dave, the Director of SLS

welcomed the students. This session also included a welcome note by Prof. Tarun Shah, Registrar of PDPU; Prof.

T.P. Singh, Director of Academics and Dean of Students’ Affairs, PDPU; Sri Abhinav Kapadia, Chief Financial

Officer, PDPU and Sri Ankur Pandya, Chief Human Resource Officer, PDPU. Professor Dave further introduced

all the faculty and staff members of SLS to the students.Dr. Ritu Sharma, Dean of the Faculty of Liberal Studies

(FOLS) delivered a talk on ‘Introduction to Graduate Attributes and Course Outcomes’. The day concluded with a

session on ‘Presentation of Academic Rules’ by Dr. Niyati Trivedi & Dr. Harmik Vaishnav.

19th August: Mr. Abhinay Banker along with the student volunteers of SLS, PDPU inaugurated the day with the

‘Theatrical Activities’. A session by the Office of International Relations (OIR) & AIESEC was conducted by

Prof. Nigam Dave, Head of the Office of International Relations and Rakesh Karbanda from OIR team. The final

event of the day was an interactive session on International Academic Pathway which was coordinated by Dr. Ritu

Sharma. Experts from Australia, USA and Germany participated in this session.

 20th August: The inaugural session of the day was an introduction to NCC, Rural Internship and Audit activities.

The session was coordinated by Dr. Neeta Khurana and Ms. Khushali Purohit. Further, a session on counselling

was conducted by Ms. Arpita Bora and Ms. Nairuti Trivedi. A session on Women’s Cell was delivered by Dr. Ritu

Sharma. Dr. Harmik Vaishnav coordinated for an inspirational interaction with R J Dhvanit of Radio Mirchi.

Lastly, a session on ‘Introduction of SLS Admission Committee’ was delivered by Ms. Hetal Vasani & Mr.

Dushyant Dave. 

21st August: The last day of the induction programme began with a session and activities by Innovation and

Incubation Centre (IIC) of PDPU. Thereafter, there was a session on explanation of the SLS Timetable & OSAIL

by Dr. Niyati Trivedi. Lastly, the induction programme ended with a session by Career Cell & Alumni Interaction.

This session was coordinated by Dr. Nausheen Nizami and Dr. Tejas Dave.
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WELCOME ADDRESS BY THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF PDPU PROF. S. SUNDAR

MANOHARAN

Prof. S. Sundar Manoharan, the Director General of PDPU, officially welcomed the students of 2020 batch of SLS

in the Induction Programme. In this session, Prof. Manoharan shared details about the university, its various centers

and ranking.

INTRODUCTION TO GRADUATE ATTRIBUTES AND COURSE OUTCOMES

 

Rapporteur: Dr. Ritu Sharma

This session focused on introducing graduate attributes and course outcomes. It was conducted by Dr. Ritu Sharma.

She emphasized on the fact that in present times, the role of curriculum, and its contribution towards developing

critical thinking, is trending as an imperative topic of discussion in ‘glocal’ knowledge corridors. To really fulfil the

gap between what the world of work wants, and what candidates have in them, it’s important to have a learning

system built on a curriculum, that can enable students to discover themselves, and encourage holistic development,

through the process of self-knowledge. They are to be mentored by the expert faculty members in such a way, that

the students make informed decisions about various aspects which may touch their life. This session highlighted the

mapping of course outcomes done at SLS and also listed down the important Graduate attributes as an outcome of

this program.
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UNDERSTANDING OF THEATRICAL ARTS BY ABHINAY BANKER

 

Rapporteur: Dr. Niyati Trivedi

 

19 Aug. 2020: “Theater is a verb before it is a noun, an act before it is a place” says Martha Graham. The said

expression was acknowledged and realized by the students of Batch 2020 at School of Liberal Studies as part of

their one week Induction Program.

 

SLS believes in the spirit of multidisciplinary knowledge, and what better medium to experience the same at the

onset of one’s graduation journey, than through the medium of theatre! Mr. Abhinay Banker, renowned theatre

personality, actor, director and writer, was invited to conduct the introductory session on Understanding Theatrical

Arts. Starting with a brief interaction, the session was structured to understand our emotions, expression, the

resistance of the same, and our day-to day behaviour and thought patterns to know self and then others. The session

led the students to gradually open up, share and create a safe space to trust each other. The session was designed to

make acquaintance with the idea of theatre, and revisit the (mis)conception of theatre as acting/performing on stage

solely.

 

The Batch of 2020 was not only overjoyed but equally excited for their course on Understanding Theatrical Arts in

their first semester. It seemed that they found their place and space, despite being connected through digital

platforms amidst these difficult times.

5
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SESSION BY OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & AIESEC

 

Rapporteur: Neil Dave

As a part of the induction program for students of Batch 2020, the Office of International Relations shared a brief

about the department of various IN-Bound & UT-Bound programs. The Head of OIR - Prof. (Dr.) Nigam Dave,

talked about various activities & functions taken care by the OIR department. Ms. Naisargi Mehta has also shared

her experience about her semester abroad at University of Minnesota in Spring 2020. This was followed by the

introduction of AIESEC - the world's largest youth running organization.

The AIESEC induction session during SLS induction week aimed to help the new students connect to the idea of the

organisation's essence and give them a sneak peak into the kind of leadership and exchange opportunities they could

take up in the coming four

years. 

This session was hosted by Tvishi Trivedi, a Third Year student in SLS. She talked of qualities like leadership and

growth and told her story of being an exchange participant in Vietnam and a member and leader of the organization

for the last 2 years.
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INTERACTIVE SESSION WITH INTERNATIONAL EXPERTS

Rapporteur: Dr. Ritu Sharma

This interactive session was organized by the Office of International Relations, PDPU. This session served as a

platform to provide SLS Batch of 2020 information of how they may explore and add international academic

experience during the next four years at SLS. 

The session was graced  by the presence of International speakers - Prof. Eyal Gringart, from Edith Cowan

University, Australia, Prof. David Windsor from EBS University, Germany, and Dr. Voytek from Sacred Heart

University, USA, who talked of the opportunities available in the form of International Academic Pathways, to

Australia, USA and Europe. These experts from the three continents shared the prospects available for PDPU

students as an outcome of long term collaboration. They shared the process of teaching and learning. They

highlighted the long term benefits of early global exposure and its contribution in enhancing employability skills.

On behalf of Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University, Dr. Ritu Sharma conveyed her regards and hearty thanks to

Prof. Eyal, Dr. Voytek and Prof. David for nurturing the collaborations in a meaningful way.

INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC PATHWAYS
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INSPIRATIONAL INTERACTION WITH RJ DHVANIT

 Rapporteur: Dr. Harmik Vaishnav

 

20 Aug. 2020: An Inspirational Interaction with RJ Dhvanit was arranged for the students of Batch 2020, SLS, on

20th August. The popular Radio Jockey of Radio Mirchi, Dhvanit, talked to the students about his life and struggles.

He shared his views on how to make the best out of one’s life as a student in a university, gave inspirational tips and

motivated them to tread on off-beat paths. He also answered questions from students on success, happiness, life in

media, creativity etc. The students appreciated the session a lot, and expressed their desire to meet Dhvanit in

person for more interaction. Dhvanit appreciated the management of SLS for their endeavors to provide quality

education and praised the high quality student intake.

CAREER CELL AND ALUMNI INTERACTION

Rapporteur: Dr Nausheen Nizami

 

21 Aug. 2020: The first formal interaction between the coordinators of Career Cell, School of Liberal Studies,

and the incoming SLS Batch 2020, was organized on 21st August, 2020 as a part of the ongoing Induction week.

The primary objective of the session was to introduce the main activities of the Career Cell and provide an ice-

breaking session for the new students with their Alumni.  The event began with a humble introduction by Dr Tejas

Dave, who explained about the Career cell activities and mode of operation to the students. Dr Nizami further talked

about the Key focus areas of the Career Cell - Skill development, Internships, Placements and Higher Education.

She stressed that the Cell encourages Entrepreneurship, and gave examples of how few SLS Alumni have

successfully launched their products or services and are now serving the nation as young entrepreneurs.
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 Ms. Nirali Desai (Ex-TFI fellow and currently at Harvard Kennedy School)

 Ms. Nikita Nahata (recent graduate from ESADE Business School, Spain)

 Ms. Jayati Gupta (recent Young India Fellowship graduate from Ashoka University)

 Mr Rutva Shah (Co-founder, The Media Box, earlier at Comet Venture, Infibeam)

 Ms. Shivani Modani (currently doing MBA from Jain University, Bengaluru)

 Ms Sakshi Thakkar (currently at St. Peter’s University, USA)

 Ms Vidhi Thakkar (currently studying at Raffles Design International)

Dr Nizami further explained the multiple roles performed by Career cell in bridging the information gap of students,

connecting students to various opportunities within and outside PDPU, organization of workshops for skill-building,

etc. She stressed on the support provided to the students who opted for higher education after graduating from SLS

and shared the list of reputed universities (within and outside India), who have admitted the SLS graduates. She also

shared information on the internship and placement offers received by students in the last few years. Later, Dr

Nizami introduced the Career Cell team comprising of faculty coordinators - Dr Tejas Dave and herself, and

administrative coordinators - Mr Dushyant Dave and Ms Hetal Vasani to the students. 

The alumni who joined the Interactive session were:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

This was followed by an interactive Q&A session where the first year students interacted directly with the faculty

coordinators and SLS Alumni students. The event concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr Nizami.
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Webinar



WEBINAR SERIES ON USING CBT AS AN EFFECTIVE TOOL TO MANAGE STUDENT

STRESS IN COVID TIMES

Rapporteur : Aishvee Bhansal

9 Aug 2020 : Aatmann, The Psychology club of PDPU organised Part-1 of webinar series on Cognitive Behaviour

Therapy (CBT) on Google Meet. President and vice president of Indian Association of Cognitive Behaviour Therapy

Dr. Nimisha Kumar, and Dr. Ritu Sharma, were the chief speakers at the event. The session was moderated by the

President of the Aatmann Club, Aishvee Bhansali. In her lecture, Dr. Nimisha Kumar spoke in depth about the effect

of the Covid-19 pandemic on the stress and anxiety levels of the students and the triggers that bring about these

issues. She also explained what CBT is, how it works and then suggested many helpful techniques to cope up with

the challenges. Dr. Ritu Sharma on the other hand focused more on CBT techniques that help to acknowledge the

issue, perceive the challenges, and look at them from a different perspective. She also explained the Classifications

of Stress in detail. After the lectures, a short Q&A session was also conducted to field any questions that the

participants had. The webinar was not only limited to the students of PDPU, but it was open for anybody that was

interested and as a result, 140 participants attended the Webinar. 

Motive of the Event : 

It is a well-known fact that during these unprecedented times, stress and anxiety levels have spiked, especially

amongst students. Due to this reason, the members of Aatmann came up with the idea of this Webinar Series to help

students identify the cause of their stress and anxiety and to introduce them to CBT techniques that can help them

deal with stress and anxiety from expert guidance. 

Feedback Details :

Post the webinar a feedback link was sent to the attendees; the replies were overwhelming. The participants found

the session to be quite informative and interactive. They were able to understand the concept of CBT in-depth. The

participants specially appreciated the question answer segment where they were able to ask personal questions

related to their mental health and how CBT could help in the same. The participants indicated that they are eager to

join the next part of the webinar series.
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Faculty Achievements



Dr. Ritu Sharma, was invited as an expert for a FB Live Talk by Delhi Public School, Bopal to speak on the topic

‘Build Your Resilience’ on August 4, 2020. The FB Live was attended by students of various classes, teachers, and

parents. She was also invited as a keynote speaker to address HR Professionals at pan India level in a webinar. The

webinar was organised by Mahatma Gandhi Labour Institute (MGLI) on August 6, 2020, on ‘Mental Health at

Workplace’. She was also a panel member for the webinar organised by The Psychology Club of PDPU on August

9, 2020. It was the first part of webinar series on ‘Cognitive Behaviour Theory as an effective tool for managing

students stress during COVID-19’. This webinar was open for everyone interested and hosted 140 participants.

DR. RITU SHARMA
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Dr. Sanjay Kumar Pradhan’s book was published titled, ‘India’s Quest for Energy Through Oil and Natural Gas’.

The book analyses and explains how geopolitics and security challenges affect India’s quest for energy security. It

also talks about India’s international trade and investment in oil and natural gas overseas. The book also talks about

the issues involved in oil and natural gas market globally and how India responds to it. The book appeals to scholars

and policymakers active in field of energy, political science, international relations, economics, foreign policy and

also non-experts interested in the topic.

DR. SANJAY PRADHAN
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Dr. Udayprakash Sharma had participated and presented a paper in International Seminar on Rural Development in

Asia-Pacific region (special reference to North-East India and its neighbouring countries) titled: “The Politics of

Justice within Borders: A Cosmopolitan Perspective”. The seminar was jointly organised by National Institute of

Rural Development and Panchayati Raj (NIRDPR), North Eastern Regional Centre (NERC) Guwahati, India,

Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India, in collaboration with Bangladesh Academy for Rural

Development (BARD), Government of Bangladesh, Comilla, Bangladesh, held on August 24-28, 2020, on online

platform.

DR. UDAYPRAKASH SHARMA
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Dr. Sandeep Pathak, Assistant Librarian of SLS, PDPU, was awarded Ph.D. degree after successful completion of

his Ph.D. Open Defence on August 21, 2020. His thesis was titled: ‘Library Security: A Case Study of the

Universities Libraries of Gujarat.’ He also attended a webinar on Introduction to Brill for ESS members. It was

organized by Balani Infotech, Noida, India and Brill, Leiden, The Netherlands on May 22, 2020. He attended

another webinar on ‘How to publish with Oxford Journals’ on June 11, 2020, which was organized by EBSCO

Information Services and Oxford University Press. He also participated in webinar on ‘From Artificial to

Intelligence to IOT Changing Landscape of Libraries, organized by Jain (Deemed to be University) University,

Bangalore, on June 22, 2020.

DR. SANDEEP PATHAK
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Semester Abroad
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SEMESTER ABROAD AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA FACILITATED BY THE

OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS (OIR), PDPU

NAISARGI MEHTA

Naisargi went for her semester exchange programme in January 2020 to the University of Minnesota. In

addition to cultural and academic shock, she also dealt with international travel during the pandemic. 

She decided upon going for a semester abroad because she wanted a more academically focused experience.

She had her interview with the SLS faculties in October, 2019, and received her acceptance email 2 days later,

with a 50% scholarship. She was accompanied by Krupa, her batch mate.

They landed in Minneapolis on January 10, 2020 after a more than 24 hour long journey. As opposed to cold

weather, the people of Minneapolis are very warm. The first week was orientation week, where all of the

international students were briefed about the works of the University of Minnesota (UMN). They lived in a

two-bedroom University-owned apartment with a tiny kitchen. It took a couple of weeks, but eventually she

got the hang of the campus shuttle, fell in love with the UMN mascot - Goldy the Gopher, registered for her

classes, and familiarised herself with the campus. The UMN, Twin Cities campus (it has two other campuses,

too) was beautiful, even when covered with snow and some of her favourite buildings were the Coffman

Memorial Union, the Wilson Library, and the Walter Library. The Coffman Union was the common place for

all students to take a breather in the middle of a long walk on a windy day, study, or just hang out. 

      

She had started applying for different jobs on the campus after my first week and got a job as a barista at a cafe

in a library, called Dunns Brothers. In addition to the job, she also volunteered to write for the UMN college

magazine - The Wake. The team was extremely welcoming and Naisargi is still writing articles for them. She

had registered for four classes- psychology and philosophy based them were psychology-based, the other two

were philosophy-based. While the psychology courses tested her knowledge and pushed her limits, the

philosophy courses left her thinking for a long time. Writing essays for the philosophy courses was her most

favourite assignment.

Instead of flying home in May as pre-decided, she had to fly back to India on 18th of March, 2020, due to the

pandemic. There was a lot to do before leaving - fill up emergency paperwork; email all the professors, the job

manager and friends. She also managed to get into a UMN research lab run by Dr Richard Lee, a counselling

psychology professor, after she came back to India, and is still continuing her work with the lab. She worked

hard every day of the semester and got a 4/4 GPA. She was also awarded a position on the Dean’s List. 
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SEMESTER ABROAD AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA FACILITATED BY

THE OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS (OIR), PDPU

KRUPA MODI

For Krupa, an opportunity to attend a semester abroad at the University of Minnesota, USA has changed her

life completely. She had always dreamt of going to the United States for her master’s program to mould

herself under some of the best faculty and the universities in the world. She took up this opportunity not

only to develop herself academically, but also for personal growth. Coming from a joint family, she had

never come across a situation where she would be totally alone and would have to deal with each and

everything single-handedly. Going for a Semester abroad was on her mind since the time she had been to the

International Exposure program at the Southern Illinois University along with Dr. Urmi Satyan.  She had her

interviews with the faculty members, got selected, went through documentation , visa work and finally left

for Minneapolis on January 8, 2020. 

Her batch mate Naisargi Mehta also went with her. She got used to the cold weather and soon started

exploring the campus, stuffed the dorm with groceries and started cooking delicious food. The campus was

huge and had a river flowing between the campus, dividing it. The people there were very friendly and The

Business school of UMN, Carlson School of Management had given her a “buddy” who would help me in

the transition. After settling down, they started with the orientation session where they met students from

different countries and were made aware about the university system and registration system. After the

orientation session, they registered for their classes. She learnt various subjects which included: “Marketing

Research”, “Analytical tools for business decisions”, “International Environment of firms”, “Senior Seminar

in International Business” and “Introduction to Quality Management”. She came to know about a whole

different system of education as compared to India. She worked on a marketing research project where she,

along with her batch mates, evaluated the overall satisfaction of the students regarding the Carlson’s food

court. Then she interviewed a quality manager from a reputed organisation and came to know about the

basics of quality management. For Krupa, the best assignments were for the “Seminar in International

Business” class where students who had either been to a Semester Abroad Program or were international

students, would come together, represent the countries they come from or had been to and work on various

assignments. Being the only Indian student, she was representing India in that course.

She also decided to get a job along with academics and she started working as a cashier at the Carlson Food

Court and Freshii.

She went to a trivia night and a Bollywood Fusion dance competition at the University.  Unfortunately,

immediately after the spring break, she had to come back to India because of the pandemic and the travel

ban. It was no easy task of taking classes online because of the time difference. But the professors and peers

made it very easy and convenient, and she scored a 3.2/4.0 GPA. 

Krupa kept the motto, “I can and I will”, when faced with adversity. This opportunity has helped her

flourish and she is really thankful to the School of Liberal Studies, PDPU, the faculties and the OIR team for

such an unforgettable experience.
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Student Achievements



AZIZ LOKHADWALA

Aziz Lokhandwala presented his article entitled, "Geometrical Analysis for approximating the nth prime number",

in the "International Conference on Mathematical Advances and Applications, 2020". Earlier the conference was

going to be conducted in Dubai at Omega Hotel in January, but due to the pandemic, it was organized as a webinar

via the Zoom and RED Talks platform. It was a two-day conference, on 7th and 8th August, 2020. People from

various backgrounds in Mathematics presented their article at the conference. In the beginning, experts and speakers

shared their knowledge on their respective fields of study. There were 4 sessions in the two-day conference, two

sessions per day. Aziz presented his article on 8th August, 2020. The presentation and video was to be recorded

earlier and submitted to them before 2 August 2020 to avoid any type of discontinuities in paper presentation. After

completion of this article presentation on their website, all participants had to join discussion video meetings via the

above-mentioned platforms. 

22

FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMME

TANAY KATIYAR

Tanay Katiyar enrolled in the Young India Fellowship (YIF) programme, which is a multidisciplinary post-

graduate diploma course which provides an intellectual drawing board and extensively  focuses on the first

principles of every field and nudges the student to embark on the process of unlearning and relearning. This

equips one to have structured conversations with different disciplines within one's specialisation. Such an

experience contextualises its importance in the post-COVID world where people are thinking outside traditional

academic silos and the emphasis now is on inter- disciplinary thinkers. In this regard, YIF is one of the few

course offerings in India that can rival foreign avant-garde curriculums.
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DHANVIN SOOD

Dhanvin Sood was selected as a marketing intern in the company, HealthCoco Pvt. Ltd, on August 24, 2020 and

began work on 25th August. As a marketing intern, he has to pitch in to customers on a regular basis, explaining

them about the benefits for the same. The internship has given him a better understanding of his skill set and

where his career may take him. This job has taught him that almost everybody is in the same position and very

few college students know what they want to do, and it is something that is simply not worth worrying about. 



DHRUMI PATEL

Dhrumi started an internship with “ Aashman Foundation'' on 8 August 2020 . Aashman is an NGO working for

single income families , widows , women empowerment and child education. They support single income families

with grocery, teach widows and female courses related to stitching, computer courses. They also run their own

school by the name of Nishulak Pathshala. They have 16 schools across India. Dhrumi's role in Aashman is under

HRM. She chose that department as she is pursuing her majors in HRM and wanted to experience it on the field

along with an organization. She learnt how to recruit, interview, select, leadership skills, teamwork and managing

people.

Another internship which she is currently pursuing is under Internshala as ISP for PDPU and also ISP captain . She

started this internship on August 19, 2020. Through this internship, she enhanced her marketing skills,

communication skills and learnt how to approach people in every aspect. 
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RISHABH PARAKH

Rishabh Parakh started an internship from July 7, 2020 to August 7, 2020 in Inter College Network (ICN) as an HR

head. ICN is a platform made for students of diverse backgrounds to network. Here, students get acquainted with

various internships, events, competitions, webinars and other important stuff. In a short span of time they have

reached a good number of connections including people from IIMs, IITs, NLUs and other top notch colleges. The

reason why it influenced Rishabh was that he was able to learn HR on a big scale . The practical knowledge, for

him, through virtual devices was something new but a great experience. It gave him basic knowledge about HR as

he is pursuing his majors in HRM. He learnt communication, basic organisational skills, team work. 
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VIDHI THAKER

Vidhi Thakar is currently working as a Market Research Intern at Lumevent Private Limited, an event management

company based in Kolkata. She started the internship in September 2020. It is a work from home, part-time

internship in which she has to brainstorm ideas and research on the topics given to them on a daily basis. Through

this internship, she is enhancing her analysing, team management and communication skills as she has to work on

different tasks with new teams. This has helped her network with people. Also, she has to compile her ideas in

word document or excel format, which has helped her work smoothly on MS word, MS excel, Google docs and

Google sheets. In the past few days, she has learnt how important and difficult brainstorming is and has been faced

challenges in coming up with new ideas and at the same time picking up best ideas from a pool of ideas in a

stipulated point of time. As this is her first internship experience, she realized how book learning is different from

practical learning and has realized the importance of experience based on working in the actual field.
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DIVYARAJSINH ZALA

Divyarajsinh Zala started his own start-up with his friends. The start-up is based upon Agri-technology where they

provide solutions to farmers about automation of farm electronic equipment like water motor, fence alert machine,

drip irrigation system which can be controlled virtually on their mobile clicks with a convenience of regional

language support in their application; and providing an electronic device named SwBandhi which is been fitted

with existing resources to convert simple motor to smart motor. They are helping farmers to increase crop produce.

They are a team of three people: Divyarajsinh Zala (Marketing, PDPU), Krishna Balhaniya (IT, Charusat

University) and Vivek Chauhan (BE, GEC). Their team has been successfully incubated at PDPU INNOVATION

AND INCUBATION CENTER in August, 2020, as a start-up. 

CHAHNA BAKSANI

Chahna started interning at Business Mantra in the month of August and plans to do it till the end of October. It

is a digital marketing agency that builds one's social kingdom, aids in getting leads for one's firm and helps one

strategize at each step of their way. Business Mantra has a good reach both in India (Mumbai, Ahmedabad,

Gandhinagar, Lucknow, etc) and Abroad (Australia, Canada.) Given the wide reach and the success of the firm

in such a short span of time, Chahna was and undoubtedly still is thoroughly impressed by it. Her KRA includes

handling the social media marketing of all the franchises of Business Mantra, understanding about their

competitors, getting leads, content writing and so on. For her, this internship has truly been life changing. It has

helped her to do something productive and worthwhile in the time of a severe lockdown. Additionally, an

opportunity like this has helped her gain perspective about marketing as a whole and truly appreciate the field

like never before. 
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